
State of WV Social Worker Licensure Requirements 

 

Effective July 1, 2022, all regular licensed social workers (LSW, LGSW, LCSW, LICSW) must earn 
thirty (30) hours of WV Board of Social Work (WVBSW) approved continuing social work education 
hours in each two-year licensing period. This is a decrease from the previous requirement of 40 
hours. 

Licensees have a number of options in meeting the required thirty hours of continuing education, which 
may include face to face training and online courses (Category I) and independent study (Category 
II).  While the social worker may use all thirty  hours attending approved conferences or workshops, 
there are restrictions on the number of hours available for online or independent study. 

Category I Hours:  

At least twenty hours must be presented by a Board approved provider, ten hours which must be 
face to face or synchronous.  

1.    At least 2 of the 20 Category I contact hours shall be in mental health conditions 
speci�ic to veterans and family members of veterans.  Training specific to veterans and 
family members of veterans may include, but not be limited to, inquiring about 
whether clients are veterans or family members of veterans; screening for conditions 
such as post-traumatic stress disorder; readjustment issues; risk of suicide and 
prevention of suicide; addiction; military sexual assault; depression and grief.  The 
Board will also accept courses addressing military culture as it relates to improving the 
cultural core competencies of practitioners.  

There are a number of quality online courses available in addition to more traditional 
face to face offerings, all of which are approved by the Board of Social Work for 
Category I hours:  

 https://homebase.org/resources/training-institute/ 
 National Center for PTSD 
 TRAIN Learning Network 

 You will need to include the certificate that you get at the end of the course when you 
submit your 2 hours of CEUs.  

 2.    At least 1 of the 40 contact hours shall be in social work ethics.  Regular  licensees 
have the opportunity to use their own judgement in meeting that requirement-online, 
face to face, or independent study (for example, simply rereading the Code of Ethics as 
independent study will satisfy this requirement).  Service worker registrants or 
provisional licensees are not eligible for independent study. 

Approved providers are certified instate providers listed on the Board's web page, the 
National Association of Social Workers (national or state chapters), the Association of Social 
Work Boards, another state social work licensing Board or a social work program accredited 
by the Council of Social Work Education.  Any event sponsored by an approved provider will 
satisfy Category I hours.  A certificate or continuing education issued by the provider is 
required; the certificate must reflect the approved provider or provider number, the course 
title and the amount of continuing education.  

https://www.wvsocialworkboard.org/Licensure/TypesofSocialWorkLicenses/RegularLicense.aspx
https://homebase.org/resources/training-institute/
http://www.ptsd.va.gov/professional/continuing_ed/index.asp
https://www.train.org/DesktopModules/eLearning/CourseDetails/CourseDetailsForm.aspx?tabid=62&courseid=1056248&backURL=L0Rlc2t0b3BTaGVsbC5hc3B4P3RhYklkPTYyJmdvdG89YnJvd3NlJmJyb3dzZT1rZXl3b3JkJmtleXdvcmQ9bWlsaXRhcnkrY3VsdHVyZSZrZXlvcHRpb249Qm90aCZjbGluaWNhbD1Cb3RoJmxvY2FsPUFsbCZCeUNvc3Q9MA


Effective July 1, 2022, there will no longer be a waiver to the ten hour face to face training 
requirement. However, the Board has added additional language which will allow individuals to 
still meet this requirement virtually.  

1.    The Board requires that at least ten hours be synchronous training, meaning that 
the training is led by an instructor and everyone participates in training-for instruction, 
discussion or activities at the same time. This may be in person "in seat" or it may be virtual 
via technology such as Zoom.  

2.  The Board permits individuals to  take take up  ten hours of approved 
online coursework/asynchonous training (online training that is self paced) 

There are a number of online social work continuing education providers so the 
following list is not all inclusive but  meets the Board's requirements and is offered as a 
resource for individuals who are are seeking options: 

 NASW 
 Ce 4 Less 
 Net CE 
 Free State Social Work 
 Continuing Education.Com  

Category II Hours (Provider #490000) 

Licnensees may use up to 10 hours in Individual Professional Activities that do not require prior 
approval.  Course content must relate to social work or improving your practice and may include : 

•       Attendance at workshops that are not provided by an approved CE provider 

•       Reading or writing of papers, journals, articles, or books with relevant social work 
objectives and content 

•       Preparation time when serving as a presenter at a social work program; 

•       Internet research into specific areas of social work methods and practice, issues, 
etc.; 

•       Online courses in excess of the approved ten hours 

•       Viewing videos of prevalent and problematic social, health, family issues; this 
does not include movies or shows where the primary goal is to entertain 

The choices are fairly broad, and at our licensees’ discretion, but the Board does require that the 
activities either relate to social work or enhance your area of social work practice.  Some topics 
may be required by an individual’s employer-such as Defensive Driving or your agency’s 
Compliance policy, but would not fit those aforementioned guidelines.  Of course, if an individual 
is uncertain about a particular topic or activity and wants clarification, we are available to 
questions either by phone or email. 

Please note that, while service is appreciated, volunteer hours no longer count as continuing 
education. 

  

https://www.socialworkers.org/careers/continuing-education
http://ce4less.com/
http://netce.com/courselist.php
http://freestatesocialwork.com/
http://continuingeducation.com/social-work


Regular Licensees with Special Emeritus Status: 
Regular licensees with Emeritus status are not required to pursue continuing social work education. 
  

Temporary Permit Holders: 
Temporary Permit holders are not required to earn continuing social work education until they 
receive their full regular license. The Temporary Permit is only issued for six months to allow the 
candidate time to take the state social work exam. 
  

Provisional Licensees: 
Provisional licensees must earn a total of twenty (20) hours in each of the two-year licensing periods. 
Provisional licensees are not required to earn hours on veterans mental health, and are not eligible 
to take independent study or online coursework to their continuing education requirement (with the 
exception of a CSWE accredited social work class conducted online) 

  

Service Worker Registrants: 

Registrants must earn a total of twenty (20) hours in each two-year renewal period. Service Worker 
registrants are  required to earn 2 hours on mental health disorders common to veterans and their 
families and one hour of social work ethics.  These must be taken either online or face to face, and 
as Service Worker Registrants are not eligible to use independent study  

  

Reporting Continuing Education: 
Use the record or certificate issued by your continuing education provider.  The Board's recording form 
should be used only for independent study or if you have lost the attendance certificate or record 
provided at the training; please make every effort to use the record provided at your training 

 

 

https://www.wvsocialworkboard.org/Licensure/TypesofSocialWorkLicenses/RegularLicense/EmeritusStatusLicense.aspx
https://www.wvsocialworkboard.org/Licensure/TypesofSocialWorkLicenses/TemporaryPermit.aspx
https://www.wvsocialworkboard.org/Licensure/TypesofSocialWorkLicenses/ProvisionalLicense.aspx
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